Tables








When you think of tables, think of a spreadsheet. It has rows and columns. First you define how wide the entire table will be (along with border commands, text color etc). Then you define rows. When you define a row, you tell it how many columns are in the row and how wide each column is.  This makes for some nice effects. For example, your first row may consist of one column that spans the entire width of the table. This could be used as a banner area or title area. Then the next row you might break into 3 columns of info.  Tables fill from top to bottom and left to right. The first row you define will always be the top row in the table. The first column is always the leftmost column.





You have seen tables in many pages. This nice thing about tables is that you can kill the border and use them to align things. Since you can’t see the border, it solves the spacing problem you encounter with normal text. Sometimes I use tables with the border showing to make it look like a spreadsheet and the cell effect makes it easier to read.  In the example enclosed, we are using it to control spacing.  In the example enclosed, I display the same table 3 times. The difference between #1 & #2 is to show you how you can control spacing by controlling the size of the table and the columns in it. Table 3 shows what a table looks like with borders.











	a	b	c	


1	


2		x


3


4


5





In the above example we have a table consisting of 3 columns and 5 rows. The x is at location 2b (or b2 depending on your perspecive :) ).  Unlike a spreadsheet, the cell at position 2a can be wider than the cell at 3a.  This is because you define the columns for each row individually.  OK Let’s look at the commands. Take your time when looking it over. There is a lot more code here and not much displays from it.  You might try bringing up the enclosed htm file on your browser the click view source to get a look at the actual code. You can then refer to the code, this doc and what the table actually looks like.





As usual, we have an opening and closing command ( <table> </table> ). Everything between these tags make up the table.








<table border=0 width=325 text="#6B4226">





<!---Table 		is the start cmnd.  --->


<!---border=0  		sets the border to invisible (use 1,2,3 etc to set other visible borders) --->


<!---width=325  		sets the width of the entire table to 325 pixels wide --->


<!---text=“#6b4226”	sets the text color  --->





<tr>


<td colspan = 1 width = 125>


<center><a href="http://www.insync.net/~comsat/"><img src="red.gif"></a></center>


<td colspan = 1 width = 200>


<a href="http://www.insync.net/~comsat/">Great Help Site</a>


<tr>





<tr>


<td colspan = 1 width = 125>


<center> </center>


<td colspan = 1 width = 200>


<a href="http://www.cybercity.hko.net/vancouver/cpink/av1.htm#irc">#the_aviary</a>


<tr>





</table>


<!--- The <tr> starts a row definition (table row). The next <tr> it hits will end the definition for this row.


<!--- Therefore what you see above is the definition for the entire first row.


<!--- <td colspan = 1 width = 125>		td (table data)


<!---					colspan =1  says we are defining a cell one col wide


<!---					width = 125   says the width of the col is 125 pixels


<!---


<!--- The program expects the next line to be what you want to put in this cell. In this case we are


<!---  putting a pic.


<!--- <center><a href="http://www.insync.net/~comsat/"><img src="red.gif"></a></center>


<!--- this is standard pic link syntax. 





<!--- We next encounter another <td> command. We are now defining the second column for the first row.


<!--- <td colspan = 1 width = 200>		td		start column defintion


<!--- 					colspan =1	cell will be 1 col wide


<!---					width = 200	this cell will be 200 pixels wide.


<!--- **** notice when you add the width from the first column (125) and the width of the second (200),


<!--- 	    you get 325.


<!--- 	    this is the total width we set for the table, therefore, we have defined all the columns we can


<!---	    for this row.  You could choose to divide the next row into 3 columns by using three td lines


<!---    	    and making the sum of their widths = 325      (cola=100  colb=125  colc=100)


<!---


<!---  The next line is again what we want to put in this cell. You can put text in a cell or links, or pics,


<!---   or pic links.


<!---   <a href="http://www.insync.net/~comsat/">Great Help Site</a>   In this case we are using a text link.


<!---


<!---  And finally we close this row with th <tr>.  The next <tr> the program sees will start a new row.


<!---   Simply repeat the row process for all the items you want in the table.  Then put </table> at the 


<!---  of the table.


<!---


<!---  Notice we did not define an object for the first column of row 2. We defined the cell, but we didnt put 


<!---  anything in it. The cell still exists, it’s just empty. This is how we get the spacing we want. All the text


<!---  items are left aligned in the second column!








There are several other table related tags. You should refer to HTML source for all the tags.  This will get you started though. As usual, I encourage you to play with the coe and see what effects you can come up. Whenever your surfing and see a page where things looked nicely aligned, check it’s source code, bet you will find some table commands lurking in there somewhere! :)
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